
October 18, 2026: Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–1900, alt. 
Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1774, Vienna 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

 



Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

L Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we may 
so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1–7 

L The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 45. 
  

1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
 and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 
 and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
 besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 96:1–9 

1Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
 tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
 his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
 he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
 but the LORD made the | heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 



7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
 tremble before him, | all the earth! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 

L The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 1. 
  
 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For 
we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only in word, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
8For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God 
has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the 
kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, 
and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the 
test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to 
them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they 
marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 



 
732 All Depends on Our Possessing 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
    I commit to Him my way. 

 
6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 
    All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
    Safe I anchor in His grace. 

Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For grace to await Jesus’ return amidst the scoffing and unbelief of this world; and for deliverance from the 
wrath to come, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  



L For pastors, that by their proclamation, salvation may be delivered in power and in the Holy Spirit; and that 
faith and love would be increased in all who hear and hope would remain steadfast, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For fathers, mothers and their children, that the Lord who makes known His salvation from the rising of the 
sun to its setting may bless them in their stations and lead them to worship Him alone, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For all who lead, protect and care for us, that they may have wisdom, vigilance and compassion; and that 
we, in turn, may render gladly unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For [_____________ and] all who are afflicted, that God who made heaven and earth would preserve their 
lives, keep them from all evil and shade them from all harm, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For all who mourn, [especially _____________,] that they may be assured that all who die in Christ will 
surely rise to eternal life on the Last Day, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, and that we may endure to the day of 
Christ’s coming. Reunite us with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, and grant 
that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

NO SACRAMENT (PASTOR NOT PRESENT) 

 
Stand 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 

L The almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

 
 



5 The captive to release, 
    To God the lost to bring, 
To teach the way of life and peace, 
    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 
6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 
    We do it unto Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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