September 27, 2026: Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Confession and Absolution

902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, be pres-ent now; Our hearts in
2 Un - seal our lips to sing Your praise In end - less
3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, “O ho - ly,

A4 Al glo - 1y to the Fa-ther, Son, And Ho - ly
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true de - vo - tion bow. Your Spir - it send with
hymns through all our days. In - crease our faith and
ho - ly Lord Most High!” And in the light of
Spir - it, Three in One! To You, (0] bless - ed
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light di - vine, And let Your truth with - in  us shine.
light our minds; And set us free from doubt that blinds.
that blest place We then shall see You face to face.
Trin - 1 - ty, Be praise through-out e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Lutherisch Hand-Blichlein, 1648, Altenburg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim

Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Our helpis in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a

sinner.
Kneel/Stand
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
(P}  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria inhExcelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Letuspray.
Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your
Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 18.



Psalm

Epistle

The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As | live, declares the Lord
Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. *Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .

Z“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your
ways that are not just? *When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall
die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. ’Again, when a wicked person turns away from the
wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 2Because he considered and
turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. ?°Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just?

0“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord Gob.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 3'Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O
house of Israel? 32For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord Gob; so turn, and live.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-10

To you, | O LorD,*
I lift | up my soul.
20 my God, in you | trust;
let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;*
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous.

*Make me to know your ways, | O LoRrD;*
teach me | your paths.

5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my sal- | vation;*
for you | wait all the | day long.

®Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.

’Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;*
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD!

8Good and upright | is the LorD;*
therefore he instructs sinners | in the way.

°He leads the humble in | what is right,*
and teaches the humble | his way.

10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,*
for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Philippians 2:1-4, 1418
The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 2.



YIf there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection
and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of
one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. *Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . ..

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, *that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
Bholding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in
vain. YEven if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with you all. ®Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23-27

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

BWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what
authority | do these things. 2°The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And
they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 2But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do
these things.”

(P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,



the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
791 All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do dwell, Sing to the
2 Know that the Lord is God in - deed; With - out our
30 en - ter then His gates with praise; Ap - proach with
4 For why? The Lord our God is good: His mer - cy
A5 To Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, The God whom
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Lord with cheer - ful voice. Him  serve with mirth, His
aid He did us make. We are His folk, He
joy His courts un - to. Praise, laud, and bless His
is for - ev - er sure. His truth at all times

heav’n and earth a - dore, From us and from the
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praise forth - tell; Come ye be - fore Him and re - joice.
doth us feed, And for His sheep He doth us take.
name al - ways, For it is seem -ly so to do.
firm - ly stood And shall from age to age en - dure.
an - gel host Be praise and glo-ry ev - er - more.

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Merciful Lord, You founded Your Church upon the proclamation of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
Purify the tongues of Your servants, that the tongues of the wicked may be silenced. Turn them from their
evil ways, that their sins may be washed away. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Lord God, You have built Your Church and called her to hold fast to the Word of life in the midst of a
crooked and twisted world. Preserve her from all grumbling, rivalry and conceit, and sustain her in humble
and devout faith until the day of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} O Lord, though the world denies Your justice, strengthen Your Church to proclaim it rightly. Let the wicked
be broken by Your truth, that they may turn and follow in the way of forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Creator of all things, bless the useful arts of science and industry, that we may use Your resources for the
good of Your people and take responsible care of all You have made. Prevent us from misusing Your gifts
and our reason, lest we bring harm upon ourselves and others. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Mighty Father, all the might of man is nothing before You, yet You have appointed earthly realms and rulers
to punish evil and honor good. Give us faithful leaders who will serve honorably and well. Bless also those
who serve in the armed forces to defend us and protect our liberty. Lord, in Your mercy,

(P) hear our prayer.

(P) O Lord Almighty, draw near to those who face the distress of sickness, surgery and pain [especially

|. Let them not be afraid, and heal them according to the abundance of Your steadfast love.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Unite us, O Lord, that we may be of one mind and one will in doctrine, witness and service. Bless us as we
come at Your bidding to receive the body and blood of Your Son at His table. Grant that what we receive in
this Holy Communion we may keep in holy hearts and holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P 0 God, in You there is no shadow due to change. Enkindle Your divine light in us, that we may stand united
as Christ’s own body, holding fast to the Word of life and shining brightly in the midst of this world’s



darkness; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Offering
Offertory
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Service of the Sacrament

Stand

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly  Dblest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-
begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You
justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised
salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all
who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness,
life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Sit

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
# .
[ #L ! [ | [ | | | N |
| < | I | | Il Il | ] Il 1 I N |
e 1 | | I | | P | | | | | N |
[NV | | P | e | =) P | | I'n
PY) & [ 4 - 1= L 4 o
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.

Amen.

LSB 210

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.

Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life

everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.



619 Thy Eody, Given for Me, O Savior
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1 Thy bod - y, giv'n for me, O Sav - ior, Thy blood which
2 With Thee, Lord, I am now u - nit - ed; I live in
3 Who can con-demn me now? For sure - ly The Lord is
4 Though death may threat-en with dis -as - ter, It can - not
5 My heart has now be - come Thy dwell-ing, O bless - ed,
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Thou for me didst shed, These are my life and
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strength for - ev - er, By them my hun-gry soul is fed.
soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With Je - sus I to heav-en rise.
death the  mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
prais - es tell - ing, Shall live in joy e - ter - nal-ly.
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
Tune: Public domain

625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, life - giv - ing bread, May I in grace
2 To pas-tures green, Lord, safe - ly guide, To rest - ful wa -
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pos - sess  You. Let me with ho - ly food be fed,
ters lead me; Your ta - ble well for me pro - vide,
re - mis - sion I come with prayer be - fore Your sight
would break me; In all my guilt - y heart’s dis - cord,
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In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous - ness,
(@) Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
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for  You, O Lord, And, hum-bly by my prayer im - plored,
ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone 1 seek,
Lord, cov - er me That I re-ceive You wor - thi - ly,

this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
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Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.
O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!
Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: Theltsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain
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to Your ho - ly hill,
now, shall ev - er be,
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God’s tri - une name re -
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Post-Communion Collect
(P] Letus pray.

LSB 211

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus
(P] Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

LSB 212



The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

803 Joyfxl, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore Thee, God of glo - ry, Lord of love!

2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re -flect Thy rays,
A 3 Thou art giv - ing andfor - giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un -fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen -ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv-ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:

I
Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in - her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933, alt.

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867
Text and tune: Public domain
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