September 13, 2026: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Confession and Absolution
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11 leave all things to God’s di - rec-tion; He loves me
2 God knows what must be done to  save me; His love for
3 My God de - sires the soul’s sal - va-tion; My soul He,
4 My God has all  things in His keep-ing; He is the
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both in joy and woe. His will is good, sure His af -
me will nev - er cease. Up - on His hands He did en -
too, de-sires to  save. There-fore with Chris - tian res - ig -
ev - er faith - ful friend. He gives me laugh - ter af - ter
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fec - tion; His ten-der love is true, 1 know. My for-tress
grave me With pur-est gold of lov - ing grace. His will su -
na - tion All earth-ly trou-bles I  will brave. His will be
weep-ing, And all His ways in bless-ings end. His love en -
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and my rock is He: What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
preme must ev - er be: What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
done e - ter - nal -ly: What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.

dures e - ter - nal - ly:  What pleas-es God, that pleas - es me.
Text: Salomo Franck, 1659-1725; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Georg Neumark, 1621-81
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand



Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Kyrie

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria inhExcelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church,
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especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ,

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading

Psalm

Epistle

The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 50.

Genesis 50:15-21

1>When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and
pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” **So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
command before he died, Y‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? 2°As for
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept
alive, as they are today. 2!So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them

and spoke kindly to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Bless the LoRD, | O my soul,*
and all that is within me,
bless his | holy name!
2Bless the Lorp, | O my soul,*
and forget not all his | benefits,
3who forgives all your in- | iquity,*
who heals all your dis- | eases,
‘who redeems your life | from the pit,*
who crowns you with steadfast love and | mercy,
Swho satisfies | you with good*
so that your youth is renewed like the | eagle’s.

The LoRD works | righteousness*
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
’He made known his ways to | Moses,*
his acts to the people of | Israel.
8The LoRrD is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°He will not | always chide,*
nor will he keep his anger for- | ever.
He does not deal with us according | to our sins,*
nor repay us according to our in- | iquities.
1For as high as the heavens are a- | bove the earth,*

so great is his steadfast love toward those who | fear him;

1236 far as the east is | from the west,*

so far does he remove our transgres- | sions from us.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 14.

Psalm 103:1-12

Romans 14:1-12



As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 20One person believes he
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
*Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

>One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should
be fully convinced in his own mind. ®The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor
of the Lord and gives thanks to God. ’For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. &If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

1'Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God; *for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

1250 then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

h \ | \ | . \

g N I N—T I [ — ] N

2L | | IR | 11T | I | ] 111

o oo o % o oo

J s ‘

These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-1lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Zlpeter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As
many as seven times?” 2Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.

B“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 2>And since
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. 2°So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you



everything.” ?And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 2But
when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” #So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” *°*He refused and went and put him in prison until he
should pay the debt. 3When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 3*Then his master summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 3*And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,
until he should pay all his debt. 3°So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother from your heart.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.



685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1 Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, Fol - low His ex -
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus And with pa - tience
3 Let us glad - ly die with Je - sus. Since by death He
4 Let us al - so live with Je - sus. He has ris - en

am - ple pure, Through a world that would de-ceive us And to

bear our cross. Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; Where He
con - quered death, He will free wus from de-struc-tion, Give to
from the dead That to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,
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sin our spir-its lure. On - ward in His foot-steps tread-ing,
is, there is no loss. Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter,
us im - mor-tal breath. Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion
You are now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
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Pil - grims here, our home a- bove, Full of faith and
We shall reap ce - les - tial joy; All  dis - com - forts
That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In  Your pres - ence

hope and love, Let wus do the  Fa-ther’s bid-ding. Faith-ful
that an-noy  Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,

shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for -ev - er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; 1 shall fol - low where You guide.

here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You 1 die, There to live with You on high.

let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
@ Lord, have mercy.

C

For hearts softened by the forgiveness of God, that we may gladly serve and forgive one another, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our Synod and all who lead it, including Matthew, our Synod president, and our Synod’s Board of
Directors, that they and we may be united in witnessing to the love of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the
Lord:



Lord, have mercy.

For the enemies of the Church, that they may be led to true repentance, confess Christ as the only way of
salvation, and finally have a share in the eternal life He has prepared for all who trust in Him, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For likeness to our brother Christ Jesus, the greater Joseph, who extended pardon to His murderous
brothers, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, parents and children, that our homes may give witness to the

glory of God’s gracious ways, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

H @

That God would raise up new Josephs among us, clothed with His wisdom and might, to forgive their
enemies, convert the wicked and preserve order in a fallen world, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who suffer in this life, [including ,] that they would find comfort in Christ who is
Lord of goods and ills alike, even of life and death, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of reconciliation, that we may stand before God forgiven and united in faith, doctrine and life;
and for the faithful reception of Christ’s Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Merciful Master, You are always ready to forgive, though we deserve only punishment. Press the

proclamation of this eager love deeply into our hearts, that we, too, may sincerely forgive and gladly do
good to those who sin against us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Offering
Offertory LSB 192
— ||D ‘ .  —— i T | T t T
:jz ‘ ‘ [ | et i | i [ - | i } L 1
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
H | , , |
I | | | | N | | | | I ]
e S — - ——
PI) [ [ [ [ [
new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
I T [D ] ] — T f t t i T
| | | | | | | | | | | | | 1 I T
o o o

~—
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -




tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

NO SACRAMENT (PASTOR NOT PRESENT)

Stand

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
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1 From all that dwell be - low the skies Let the Cre - a-tor’s
2 E - ter-nal are Thy mer-cies, Lord; E - ter-nal truth at-
A3 All praise to God the Fa-ther be, All praise, e - ter-nal
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praise a - rise; Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
tends Thy Word. Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
Son, to Thee. Al-1le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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Let the Re-deem-er’s name be sung Through ev - 'ry land by
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore Till suns shall rise and
Whom with the Spir - it we a-dore For - ev - er and for-
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ev-’ry tongue. Al - le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
set no more. Al -le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
ev - er - more: Al -le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - 1lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-Iu - ia!

Al - le - 1lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu-ia, al-le-1lu-ia, al-le-1lu - ia!

Text (sts. 1-2): Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823-97
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1623, Kdln
Text and tune: Public domain
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