2026-05-03 Fifth Sunday of Easter

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Our helpis in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Kneel/Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P)  Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word
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he Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
- lect from ev - 'ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
ough with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion. One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par-takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
(0] bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev - ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.

That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76
Text and tune: Public domain

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria inhExcelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Letuspray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be
fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

INow in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned
the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to
serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” >And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of
Antioch. ’These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

’And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem,
and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. °Then some of
those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the
Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . ..

2And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. . ..

>lYou stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers
did, so do you. **Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, >3you who received
the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

>*Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. >*But he, full of
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *®And
he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 5’But they
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. *®Then they cast him out of the
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. **And
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®And falling to his knees he cried
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6
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Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.



Epistle 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you
have tasted that the Lord is good.
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, *you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 8For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1°Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel John 14:1-14
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are
many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. *And you
know the way to where | am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. ’If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” ®Jesus said to him, “Have | been with
you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say
to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 'Believe me that |
am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.



124Tryly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and greater works than
these will he do, because | am going to the Father. *Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. *If you ask me anything in my name, | will do it.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or
3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
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dark - ness, for He is the way. Glad-ly 1 fol - low, my
doubt-ing, for He is the truth. Grant me to trust Him; though
hold me, for He 1is the life. Nor dark - ness nor doubt-ing nor
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fu - ture His care, Dark-ness is day - light when Je-sus is there.
shift-ing as sand, Doubt can-not daunt me; in Je-sus 1 stand.

sin and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Irish
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church
(P} Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that sustains us from day to
day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the
lives of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all
that You have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your
service. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful
people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good works, and
establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your Church that, by
their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) In Your mercy strengthen Ascension and support them during this time. Make them steadfast, abounding in
the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your
people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and
favor to all who bear office in our land, especially His Majesty, the King, the governor general, the prime
minister and the parliament, the government of Quebec, and all who have authority over us. Help them to
serve this people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in Your peace. Prosper
the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the nations of the world that mutual
understanding and common endeavor may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their
Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all
families in a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land and in all the world.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure and rest,

the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special protection those whose work is difficult or



dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful task. Give them the just rewards for their
labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity (especially
[name]). Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws
near (especially [name]). Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love,
taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who now

rest from their labors (especially [name]). Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last to
the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P} All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died
and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering

Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface LSB 208

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;



Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
[ ﬁu ‘ — f | — f — \
! | | | ;| | I |
10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
() 4 | |
[ [ I |
] i - 1‘ ‘{ - ] —= |
1Y) { { ‘ ‘ ‘ \ 1
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;



0 4 ‘
[ #L | | | [ | | [ | [ I |
| <A | | | | | | | I | | | |
| £ <o WA | | | | = o | I I | I |
S | b | | P | e |
Ny —* = o
(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
0 4
[P A _ Y | I I | | | | I N |
[ 4% o | | | | | | | | | | | N |
[N & an WL I I | | | = | I | | | N |
[NV | d a et 9 d | |
o) & .
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
Distribution

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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1 At the Lamb’s high  feast we sing Praise to
2 Praise we Him, whose love di - vine Gives His
3 Where the pas - chal  blood is poured, Death’s dread
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Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - Iu - ial
Christ  the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al -le - Iu - ial
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - Iu - ial
Eat we man-na from a-bove. Al-le - Iu - ia!

5  Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6  Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

/\ 8  Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,



Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-68, alt.
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice
Text and tune: Public domain

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare
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Re - flect - ed from Your throne.
His faith, by death, con - fessed.
And praise to God a - lone.

Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.

Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life

everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

4111 Wa2t to Walk as a Child of the Light
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11 want to  walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the bright-ness  of God.
3 I'm look - ing for the com - ing  of Christ.
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want  to look at Je - sus.

=
I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I
I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to give light to the  world.

Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on my path,
When we have run with pa - tience the race,
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The star of my life is Je - sus.

And show me the way to the Fa - ther.

We shall know the joy of Je - sus.

A Refrain
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In Him there is no dark - ness at all.
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The night and the day are both a - like
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The Lamb is the light of the cit -y of God.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934-2025
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
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