
April 12, 2026: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 203 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Confession of Sins 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Forgiveness 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
829 Christ the Eternal Lord 

 

 



 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 
Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

L Let us pray. 
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our 
life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading Acts 5:29–42 

L A reading from Acts, chapter 5. 
  
 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to 
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named 
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside 
for a little while. 35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For 
before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined 
him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean 
rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who 
followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, 
for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 
apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left 
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42And 
every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 148; antiphon: v. 13 

1Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD from the | heavens;* 
 praise him | in the heights! 
2Praise him, all his | angels;* 
 praise him, | all his hosts! 

3Praise him, | sun and moon,* 
 praise him, all you | shining stars! 
4Praise him, you highest | heavens,* 
 and you waters above the | heavens! 

5Let them praise the name | of the LORD!* 
 For he commanded and they were cre- | ated. 
6And he established them forever and | ever;* 
 he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away. 

7Praise the LORD | from the earth,* 
 you great sea creatures and | all deeps, 
8fire and hail, | snow and mist,* 
 stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word! 

9Mountains and | all hills,* 
 fruit trees and all | cedars! 
10Beasts and all | livestock,* 
 creeping things and | flying birds! 

11Kings of the earth and all | peoples,* 
 princes and all rulers | of the earth! 
12Young men and maidens to- | gether,* 
 old men and | children! 

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
 for his name alone is ex- | alted;* 
 his majesty is above earth and | heaven. 
14He has raised up a horn for his people, 
 praise for | all his saints,* 
 for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the LORD! 

 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:3–9 

L The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 1. 
  
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 



believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, 
they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name. 
  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 



     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
471 O Sons and Daughters of the King 

 

 

 

 
 
4 That night the_apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their master dear 
And said, “My peace be with you here.” 
    Alleluia! 

 
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples’ word. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia! 

 
8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia! 

 
9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 



To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia! Refrain 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For God’s people, that we may shed our doubts and come joyfully before God like the apostle Thomas, who 
saw, believed and rejoiced in the power of Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For all pastors as they preach and teach the Word, that all who hear may believe and that, believing, they 
may live in righteousness and godliness before the world until Christ returns, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For our homes, that Christ would give them peace and enliven them with His resurrected life; that He 
would cause the forgiveness of sins to reign among husbands and wives, parents and children; and that He 
would assure those who live alone that they, too, are His children, upheld by His right hand, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For the nations, that they would embrace the Gospel of the resurrected Christ; and that wicked power 
would be curbed and all rulers brought to the feet of Jesus in worship, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For the troubled in our midst, that Christ’s wounds would continue to bring His gladness, peace and 
comforting presence to His disciples [especially _____________]; and for those who weep, [especially 
_____________,] that in the difficult night of this world they would confidently expect the blessed joy of 
Easter morning, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For all who commune today, that God would give us contrition and faith, unite us in our confession of His 
truth, and so bring us worthily to eat and to drink Christ’s body and blood for our forgiveness and life, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L For patience and endurance in Christ, that we may have the privilege not only of believing in Him, but also 
of suffering for His sake, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

L O Lord, heavenly Father, give us all things good and beneficial to us and to our salvation, and keep us from 
all things harmful; through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit 

in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 



Sit 

 
Offering 

 
783 Take My Life and Let It Be sts. 1, 6 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

NO SACRAMENT (PASTOR NOT PRESENT) 

 
Stand 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real 

 



 

 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945–2022 
Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
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