March 8, 2026: THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Kneel/Stand
Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Prayer for Forgiveness
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Stand
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sav - ing health may know, His gra-cious will and plea - sure,
judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suf -fer sin to flour - ish;

Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the Spir - it bless us!
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nour - ish, In righ - teous paths to keep them.
sess us. Now let our hearts say, “A - men!”
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tune: Der Lxvj. Deus Misereatur, 1524, Magdeburg
Text and tune: Public domain
Service of the Word

Kyrie 186
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth
of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7
The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 17.

'All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
’Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.” *And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of
Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ®Behold, | will stand before you
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’And he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the
LORD among us or not?”

This is the Word of the Lord.



Psalm

Epistle

Stand

Thanks be to God.

10h come, let us sing | to the LORD;*

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation!
2Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;*

let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a | great God,*

and a great King a- | bove all gods.
“In his hand are the depths | of the earth;*

the heights of the mountains are his | also.
>The sea is his, for he | made it,*

and his hands formed the | dry land.

®0h come, let us worship and | bow down;*
let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker!
’For he | is our God,*
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep | of his hand.
Today, if you | hear his voice,*
8do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness,
when your fathers put me | to the test*

and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work.

The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 5.

Psalm 95:1-9; antiphon: v. 6

Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not put us to shame, because
God'’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. “For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for

us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

John 4:5-30; 39-42

>[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
®Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about

the sixth hour.

"There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had
gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) °Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and



he would have given you living water.” 1The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? *2Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 33Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, *but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be thirsty forever.
The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” *The woman said
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

18Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” ¥The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘l have no husband’; ¥for you have had five husbands, and
the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” *The woman said to him, “Sir, |
perceive that you are a prophet. 2°0ur fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the
place where people ought to worship.” #Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. #*But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know
that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 2®Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am he.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What
do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town
and said to the people, # “Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be the Christ?” ** They went
out of the town and were coming to him.

3 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all that |
ever did.” *°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two
days. ** And many more believed because of his word. # They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of
what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of
the world.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Sit



543 What Wondrous Love Is This

And when from death 'm free, I'll sing on,

I'll sing on; And
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
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God and to the Lamb I will sing; To
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, [I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P) Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord of hosts, Your ancient people worshiped You in Jerusalem, and in Christ You are now worshiped
among all nations. Grant us faithful hearts to worship in spirit and truth, that many would come to know
You in Your Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(P) 0O God, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of
this world by the hand of faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by the living water flowing from the

stricken side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(P) Lord of all, You bestow Your riches on all who call upon You. Bless parents with all wisdom as they teach
their children Your ways, that all in the household may confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord. Lord, in

Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(P} Heavenly Father, preserve our nation, and prosper the cause of justice in this land. Guide and grant Your
wisdom to Charles, our King; Mark, our Prime Minister; Frangois, our Premier; the Parliament of Canada;
the National Assembly of Quebec; and all elected and appointed civil servants. Grant us peace among the
nations, and watch over those who protect us in the armed forces of our land. Lord, in Your mercy,



hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need,
sickness or adversity [especially |. Hold them all in Your almighty hands and bring them
consolation. Heal them according to Your gracious will, and give us all grace to accept and bear our crosses
with faith in You, that we would always be prepared to depart this life in faith and come to Your heavenly
home. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we who bear the weight of this world and its sorrows
would always long for Your courts and the blessings You have prepared for those who sing Your praise.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, to You all hearts are open and all sins are known. Strengthen our hearts by Your grace, that
we who daily sin much would make confession boldly and then joyfully receive Your precious word of
absolution. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

These and whatever other things You would have us ask of You, O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ,
Your only Son, our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit

Offering
783 Take My Life and Let It Be sts. 1,6
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow in cease-less praise.

Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.



Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
Text and tune: Public domain

NO SACRAMENT (PASTOR NOT PRESENT)

Stand

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

693 O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
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Ho - ly Spir-it, grant us grace That we our Lord and Sav - ior
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In faith and fer- vent love em-brace And tru-ly serve Him ev - er.
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The hour of death can - not bring loss
O make us die to ev - 'ry sin,
Un - til we glad -ly may com-mend

When we are shel-tered

Each day cre - ate new
Our souls in - to our
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by the  cross That can - celed our trans - gres - sions.
life with - in, That  fruits of faith may  flour - ish.
Sav - ior’s hand, The crown of life ob - tain - ing.
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Text: Bartholoméus Ringwaldt, 1532-99; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 1851-1929, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
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