2025.03.23 3" Sunday in Lent

Divine Service 4

(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Our helpis in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

(P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a

sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Text: Juraj Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Tune: Cithara Sanctorum, 1636, Levoca

Amen.
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Text: © 1970 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202

Tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P) Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth
of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20

7“So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood |
will require at your hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.

1“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins
are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 1Say to them, As | live, declares the Lord
GoD, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he
transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness,
and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. *Though | say to the righteous that
he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be
remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 1*Again, though | say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely
die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, »°if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what
he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die.
®None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right;
he shall surely live.

17yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their own way that is not just. ¥When the
righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. **And when the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 2°Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’
O house of Israel, | will judge each of you according to his ways.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Psalm 85

8Let me hear what God the | LorD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

'LorD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.

2You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.

3You withdrew | all your wrath;*
you turned from your hot | anger.



Epistle

Stand

8Let me hear what God the | LorD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,*
and put away your indignation | toward us!
*Will you be angry with us for- | ever?*
Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations?
éWill you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?
’Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.
8Let me hear what God the | LorD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

8Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

1Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.
UFaithfulness springs up | from the ground,*
and righteousness looks down | from the sky.
2yes, the LorD will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.
13Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

8Let me hear what God the | LorD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

!l want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, %and
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
>Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters
as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” ®We must not
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. *We must not
put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, °nor grumble, as some of them did
and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 1!Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. ?Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall. *No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape,

that you may be able to endure it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text and tune: Public domain

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish. “Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? °No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish.”

®And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and
found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now | have come seeking fruit on this fig tree,
and | find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year
also, until | dig around it and put on manure. °Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary



and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Learning the Faith (Catechism Lesson)

(P} What is the sixth petition of the Lord's Prayer?

And lead us not into temptation.

(P} What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the

world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great
shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them

and win the victory.

Sit
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mea - sure And un - to God con - vert them.

nour - ish, In righ - teous paths to keep them.

sess us. Now let our hearts say, “A - men!”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.

Tune: David Lee, 1956

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church

P)

P

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For repentance and faith in Christ, that God would guard us from doubt and deliver us to life and salvation,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For a faithful proclamation of truth, that God would embolden pastors to warn of sin and death and give all
Christians strength to defend that message; and that sinners would be turned to life through the
proclamation of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For protection against sexual immorality, that God would make our homes havens of chastity and godly
instruction, filling marriages with fidelity and love, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those in authority, that God who establishes justice by His Law, which is for all, would enlighten them to
rule justly for true good, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For protection when we are tempted, that God in His faithfulness would guard us from pride that justifies
sin and from doubting that He will provide the way of escape; and that He would strengthen us with
penitent hearts to endure until He delivers, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who cry to the Lord for mercy in a world where towers fall and sinners work evil, [especially
,] that the Lord would deliver and heal them, strengthening their faith to look to Him for

help, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all who commune, that the Lord who abounds in steadfast love would give them a holy fear of His
wrath and faith in His promises in the body and blood of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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Offering

Lord of life, You have brought us into Your vineyard and appointed us to bear good fruit. Receive our thanks
for Your patience, and grant that we would show Your love and grace in all that we say and do; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
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Text: Latin, c. 6th cent.; adapt. Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Laudamus, 1952, Hannover
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47

Text: © Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
Tune: Public domain
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because
He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin
and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My "I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit
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614 “As Surely as | Live,” God Said
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5  The words which absolution give 7  All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
Are His who died that we might live; For absolution full and free,
The minister whom Christ has sent In which You show Your richest grace;
Is but His humble instrument. From false indulgence guard our race.
6  When ministers lay on their hands, /\ 8 Praise God the Father and the Son

Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;

He who by grace the Word believes

The purchase of His blood receives.
Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.

Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674-1707
Text and tune: Public domain

And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!
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1 When aim - less vi - o - lence takes those we love,
2 When pass - ing years rob sight and strength and mind
3 Our faith may flick - er low, and hope grow  dim,
4 Be - cause Your Son knew ag - o - ny and loss,
5 Through long grief - dark - ened days help wus, dear Lord
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When ran - dom death strikes child - hood’s prom - ise down,
Yet fail to still a strong - ly beat - ing heart,
Yet  You, O God, are with us in our pain;
Felt des - o - la - tion, grief and scorn and shame,
To trust Your grace for cour - age to en - dure,
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When wrench -ing  loss be - comes our dai - ly bread,
And grief  be - comes the fab - ric of our days,
You grieve with  us and for us day by day,
We know You will be with us, come what  may,
To rest our souls in Your sup - port - ing love,
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We know, O God, You leave us not a - lone.
Dear Lord, You do not stand from us a - part.
And  with us, shar - ing sor - row, will re - main.
Your lov - ing pres - ence  near, al - ways the same.
And find our hope with - in  Your mer - cy sure.

Text: © 1994, 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202
Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202

(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life

everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
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Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I~ give you peace.
Amen.
423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir - cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Til in glo-ry, part-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the  bless - ed Sav - jor’s side, Grav - en in our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.

hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the «cross, the Cru - ci - fied.
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel
Text and tune: Public domain
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