CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

December 24, 2024 at 4 PM
Ascension Lutheran Church

(P} In the name of the Father, and of the *I« Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.

(P} The grace of God has appeared,

bringing salvation for all people.

(P} Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2-4

1 O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2 Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text: Public domain

Salutation
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P} 0 God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come
to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Reading Genesis 3:8-19
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because
| was naked, and | hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13 Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and | ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done
this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 | will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain
in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be contrary to your
husband, but he shall rule over you.” 17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened
to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which | commanded you, ‘You shall
not eat of it,” cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days
of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants
of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord sts. 1,5-6
1 Let the earth now praise the Lord,

Who has truly kept His word

And at last to us did send

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

5  Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6  Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
| with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain



Reading Isaiah 9:1-7
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod
of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel
for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming sts. 1-2
1 Lo, how arose e’er blooming 2 Isaiah "twas foretold it,
From tender stem hath sprung! The rose | have in mind;
Of Jesse’s lineage coming With Mary we behold it,
As prophets long have sung, The virgin mother kind.
It came, a flow’ret bright, To show God'’s love aright,
Amid the cold of winter, She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night. When half-spent was the night.

Text: German, 16th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.
Text: Public domain

Reading Isaiah 11:1-10
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and
the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7
The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all
my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

2 Still through the cloven skies they come

With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heav’'nly music floats
O’er all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,

And ever o’er its babel sounds
The blesséd angels sing.

3 Allyou, beneath your heavy load,

By care and guilt bent low,

Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:

Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,

The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

4 For lo, the days have come to pass

By prophets seen of old,

When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.

His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,

And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.
Text: Public domain

Reading Luke 1:26-35
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom



there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 1-2
1  Of the Father’s love begotten 2 Oh, that birth forever blessed,
Ere the worlds began to be, When the virgin, full of grace,
He is Alpha and Omega, By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
He the source, the ending He, Bore the Savior of our race,
Of the things that are, that have been, And the babe, the world’s Redeemer,
And that future years shall see First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore. Evermore and evermore.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Reading Luke 2:1-7
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem sts. 1-2
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 2 For Christ is born of Mary,
How still we see thee lie! And, gathered all above
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep While mortals sleep, the angels keep
The silent stars go by; Their watch of wond’ring love.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth O morning stars, together
The everlasting light. Proclaim the holy birth,
The hopes and fears of all the years And praises sing to God the king
Are met in thee tonight. And peace to all the earth!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Text: Public domain

Reading Luke 2:8-20
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host



praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav’'n adored, Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Christ, the everlasting Lord, Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Late in time behold Him come, Light and life to all He brings,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Mild He lays His glory by,
Hail the_incarnate Deity! Born that man no more may die,
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Born to raise the sons of earth,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Born to give them second birth.
Refrain Refrain
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain
Reading Revelation 21:1-7

1Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. # He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” > And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, | am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” &
And he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.



To the thirsty | will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be his God and he will be my son.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

362 O Sing of Christ

1

O sing of Christ, whose birth made
known
The kindness of the Lord,
Eternal Word made flesh and bone
So we could be restored.
Upon our frail humanity
God'’s finger chose to trace
The fullness of His deity,
The icon of His grace.

What Adam lost, none could reclaim,
And Paradise was barred

Until the second Adam came
To mend what sin had marred.

For when the time was full and right
God sent His only Son;

He came to us as life and light
And our redemption won.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

He came to that which was His own,
But He was not received;
Yet still through Him God'’s glory
shone,
And some His name believed.
To these He gave the right to be
The heirs of heav’'n above,
Born not of human ancestry
But born of God in love.

Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell
Among us here on earth
As God with us, Emmanuel,
To bring this holy birth.
Though rich, You willingly became
One with our poverty,
That we might share Your wealth and
name
For all eternity!

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
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Sermon

Christmas Litany
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O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,

have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy.
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Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from
rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from
everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your
cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial;

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit,
the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and
in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers
of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word
and to sustain them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all
who have erred and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and
to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and
help the weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and
strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need;

To direct and defend our king and all in authority; to bless and protect our
magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect
and guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for
them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in
bondage; and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
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To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to
give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear
our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
O Christ,
hear us.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.
363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1-3
1 Silent night, holy night! 2 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright Shepherds quake at the sight;
Round yon virgin mother and child. Glories stream from heaven afar,
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Sleep in heavenly peace, Christ, the Savior, is born!
Sleep in heavenly peace. Christ, the Savior, is born!
3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Text: Public domain
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer,
we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



387 Joy to the World
1 Joyto the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, heav’n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills,
and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain
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No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth & grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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