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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 167 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 167 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 



P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us 
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2–5a 

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 80:1–7; antiphon: v. 7 

 

L  7Restore us, O | God of hosts;* 
   let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
 you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 
 2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* 
stir up your might 
 and come to | save us! 

L  3Restore us, | O God;* 
   let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

4O LORD | God of hosts,* 
 how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers? 
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears* 
 and given them tears to drink in full | measure. 
6You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* 
 and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves. 

7Restore us, O | God of hosts;* 
 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

 



Epistle Hebrews 10:5–10 
 5When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
 but a body have you prepared for me; 
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do 
your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 7 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.” 

  



 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



The Second Article - II 

P Whom do we confess in the 2nd Article of the Creed? 

C Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord 
  

P What does this mean? 

C [Jesus] has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and death, This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

 
346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P O Lord, there is none like You in holiness, constancy and might; yet, You exercise Your power for the 
salvation of sinners. As we draw near to the celebration of Jesus’ birth, fill our hearts with gratitude that 
Your Son humbled Himself and became flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Mighty God, You have done great things for us, looking upon our humble estate and exalting us to be Your 
children for Jesus’ sake. Preserve us by Your Holy Word, that we would properly fear Your name and rejoice 
in it all our days. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



P Heavenly Father, Your Son from of old was born of Mary in time to be our peace. Grant us repentant 
hearts, that for His sake we would be at peace with You. Grant also that, forgiven of our sins, we may 
forgive and be at peace with those around us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, our God, Bethlehem was too small to be among the clans of Judah, yet from it came forth the King 
of kings. Remember the congregations of Your people where numbers are small and resources are scarce. 
Provide for their needs, and remind them that the Lord of lords dwells among them in His Means of Grace. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You are the Creator of all life. Have mercy on those women who are unable to conceive or 
who suffer the heartbreak of miscarriage. Be their rock against despair, provide them consolation and 
purpose in Your Son, and restore them to exult in Your salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, You sent Your Son to shepherd His flock in strength and to be great to the ends of the earth. 
Grant wisdom to our leaders and peace among the nations, that we may dwell secure. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O Lord, our God, uphold [_____________ and] all who suffer in mind or body. Give them the knowledge of 
Christ, their Immanuel, who is with them in their trials. Grant them health and healing in accord with Your 
perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
Prepare the hearts of all who commune this day with penitence and trust in Your promises, and so make us 
holy with Your Son’s body and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly the King of the 
nations and their desire. He who formed us of clay took on our human nature that He might save us. He 
came to His own and was rejected by them, yet You established Him as the true cornerstone, tested and 
precious, that whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving 
His advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last 
Day; for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Offertory LSB 176 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 177 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

  



Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and 
calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 178 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini LSB 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

 

 

 
 



5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 
When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006202 
Tune: Public domain 

 
632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand. In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal LSB 181 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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